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Sustainable Maryland 
(www.sustainablemaryland.com) is an initiative of 
the Environmental Finance Center 
(www.efc.umd.edu), which is part of the School of 
Architecture, Planning & Preservation at the 
University of Maryland in College Park.

Modeled on the successful Sustainable Jersey
program.

Certification is currently only for municipalities.

http://www.sustainablemaryland.com
http://www.efc.umd.edu


Mission
• A Free and Voluntary 

program for municipalities 
that want to go green and 
save green!

• We help municipalities:
• Choose a direction for their 

sustainability efforts
• Improve access to resources
• Measure their progress
• Share success with other 

municipalities



Program Partners/Funders



Program Benefits
• Technical assistance: SM staff, UMD, 

state, non-profits
• UMD: Student/Faculty resources
• Trainings: Green Teams/Local 

Leaders/Regional Summits
• Leadership network: elected officials, 

town managers, DPW, Green Team 
Chairs

• Community modeling: sharing ideas 
across the state

• Certification: statewide recognition 
and a way to measure your town’s 
progress



Program Update
• Launched in 2011 – our 10th

anniversary last year
• 87 municipalities registered (55% 

of 157 MD municipalities)
• 41 communities certified to date
• New Actions, Silver Tier added in 

January 2022
• Begun working with HOAs and 

civic associations in Gaithersburg 
and Prince George’s County

• SM Program Fund Bill SB14 –
provides $500k annual funding for 
SM, including small grants



Certification Requirements
• Resolution indicating 

municipality intends to 
pursue SM certification

• Bronze and Silver Tiers

• 2 Mandatory Actions 
• Create a Green Team, Create 

an Action Plan
• 2/4 of 8 Priority Actions 

• Community Garden, Municipal 
Energy Audit, Green 
Purchasing Policy, Municipal 
Carbon Footprint, Watershed 
Plan, Stormwater
Management

• Total of 150/400 points to 
receive certification





Mike Hunninghake
Program Manager – Sustainable Maryland
mikeh75@umd.edu
301-405-7956
www.sustainablemaryland.com
www.facebook.com/SustainableMaryland
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